
he Craig Trans, a Bolivian-flagged tugboat, on 
its way to Montreal, was forced into Halifax on 
December 18th by a severe storm. The crew had 
not eaten in three days and the water supply was 
contaminated.  Our seafarer coordinator witnessed 

firsthand the deplorable conditions on the tug. With the 
help of volunteer Suzanne, she was quick to supply break-
fast and warm clothing to the crew. Due to inadequate 
cooking and sanitation conditions, the crew showered and 
ate all subsequent meals at the mission. 

After a routine check by Transport Canada, the tug was 
impounded in Halifax Harbor for safety violations, includ-
ing concerns about the navigation equipment.  According to 
the crew, the owner of the tugboat was not prepared to do 
repairs necessary to release the ship. No wages were forth-
coming. Their own consulate was unable to help them. The 
crew members - seven men from Honduras and one man 
from El Salvador — continued to live in squalor on the tug 
relieved only by their time at the mission.

Our mission manager continued to organize activities to 
help alleviate boredom for the crew. Leon Goguen, a vol-
unteer accompanied the crew on outings to Hatfield Farms, 
to the movies, to a winter barbecue at his house, and many 
winter road trips. The crew were delighted to build their 
first snowman. Vendors at our local Farmers Market invit-
ed the crew to eat there and some of the local companies 
provided gifts for the crew to take home to their families. 
Keeping up the morale of the crew was paramount as they 
faced disappointment after disappointment. Eoin Wright, 
provided complimentary hair cuts to all of the crew mem-
bers. 

Darren Czech, Director, Sales & Marketing, Delta 
Barrington Halifax provided four premier rooms over-
looking the Halifax Harbor so our seafaring friends might 
escape the drudgery and cold of the tug. Included in this 
complimentary night was a full dinner and breakfast for 
the eight Craig Trans crew.  “We were treated like royalty 
by all the staff, and will be forever grateful”, exclaimed the 
crew members.

Deacon Jim McLevey, the AOS representative for 
Halifax, arranged to have a mass said in Spanish onboard. 
Members of his Diocese were also instrumental in supply-
ing much of the food we used during the month.   

During the crew’s sojourn in Halifax many visited our 

mission with cash donations and cooked dinners. The 
Murray Family served up a traditional turkey dinner in 
January! Transport Canada and many others provided an 
abundance of food and warm clothing and blankets for the 
cold nights on the tug. 

ITF representative, Gerard Bradbury called a press 
conference inviting all media to the tug and Mission to 
Seafarers Halifax.  

The response to the seafarers plight was amazing. 
Donations poured in from across the country. Aeroplan’s 
communications staff in Toronto fast-tracked an applica-
tion to collect donated points through community pooling. 
Many generous individuals donated their points to help 
send the seafarers home. Others were generous with money.

By Friday the 18th we had enough points to book tickets, 
and money to pay the taxes. In addition, we were able to 
give the crew a small amount of money for travel expenses 
and to help them once they returned home.  A local agent, 
Kevin Sinyerd of Atship shipping was instrumental in rais-
ing the money we gave as an educational fund. This was to 
pay necessary school registration for the crew’s 13 children.

We were very sad to see our new friends leave but happy 
that we had achieved the best outcome possible under the 
circumstances. We know that this is a special place to live 
and with enormous help from our community, achieved 
our goal of getting the crew of the Craig Trans home. 
Today, we hear from the crew often happy at home with 
their families and forever grateful to our community for the 
wonderful outpouring of support.
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The Great Sea Tea

November Volunteer 
Appreciation

Thanks to the Cunard Centre management our mission 
lounge was converted to a dining room of white linens and 
carnations for the 2012 Great Sea Tea. About sixty friends of 
the mission including Red Hatters from near and far attend-
ed. We thank everyone for their support. Maggie worked her 
magic presenting fancy sandwiches. Rowen (her daughter) 
baked her delectable miniature cupcakes! Leslie & Raymond 
Miller served up tea and coffee, with assistance from our 
young volunteer Edward Kenny.

The Eastcost Carolling Company kicked off our celebra-
tion of thanks to our volunteers. 

We thank those who give so freely of their time to keep 
our mission open seven days a week when ships are in 
the Port of Halifax. We could not support our seafarers 
without you.  Maggie coordinated a Chinese dinner, and 
scrumptious desserts. Our Secret Santa Gift exchange was 
fun, as folks stole preferred gifts from each other.

Shoebox Campaign 2012

IT Interceptor Crew  
“Spruce Up Mission”

•  B u l l e t i n  •

Marilyn, Sylvia , Edna, Emma, Cathy

During the 2012 Christmas season over 1500 shoeboxes 
were delivered to seafarers visiting the Port of Halifax! Edna 
Vieau has been managing this campaign for decades. Our 
“shoebox ladies” provide top quality control, ensuring noth-
ing sharp or illegal is placed within the decorated boxes. Just 
one week ago a young seafarer visiting the mission purchased 
a post card and smiled as he wrote his thanks to the person 
who had placed a note in the shoebox she delivered. Who 
said there was no such thing as Santa Claus? We extend a 
special thank you to Emma, Cathy, Sylvia, Martha and Edna.

The Maritime Museum of the Atlantic not only supports 
the Mission to Seafarers Halifax by providing complimentary 
tours to seafarers; they host a booth to share the good word 
of how folks may help our shoebox campaign. Volunteers 
from the museum and the mission man the booth.

In December, the Master of the IT Interceptor contacted 
the mission manager with an offer to “spruce up the mission”,  
in thanks for their shoebox gifts. Under the guidance of our 
seafarer coordinator, and volunteer 
Leon, the crew painted the mission 
kitchen and chapel. Thanks very 
much for your kindness.
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2012 Christmas Luncheon

•  B u l l e t i n  •

Atship Services new STARS Plaque recipient.

MTS Volunteers: Maggie Whittingham-Lamont, seafarer 

coordinator, Barrie Reed, Richard Fox, Leon Goguen, Don 

Miller, Rowen Lamont, Raymond & Leslie Miller, Colm 

Stockdale, Gail Logie, Kate Finlayson, Glenn Taylor, Edna 

Vieau, Captain Anthony McGuinness, Chair of Board, Helen 

Glenn, manager, Aage Roren, Joan MacLeod, treasurer

 On February 21st 2013 the Mission bid a fond farewell 
to the three student nurses from Dalhousie who have been 
on clinical placement at the Mission since September 2012. 
Maggie, a former nurse, precepts for Dalhousie school of 
Nursing each year and over the past 12 years about 25 
student nurses have completed many interesting and help-
ful projects. This year the students completed a project on 
seafarer’s families and produced a pamphlet and poster 
which will be used at the Mission and onboard ship. It has 
already generated some very positive feedback. 

The students will be missed by staff, volunteers and 
especially the seafarers who have enjoyed interacting with 
the students during research sessions, many of which took 
place onboard ship. The students all feel that their time at 
the Mission has given them a new outlook on where the 
items we use on a day to day basis come from and a great 
appreciation for seafarers and their families. All at the 
Mission wish the students success and happiness in their 
future nursing endeavors.

Rebecca Andersen, Rebecca Wing & Oluseye Akinkunmi: 
“It has been a priviledge and pleasure to be able to be a 
part of this mission.”

Farewell to Nursing Students

Mission to Seafarers, Halifax, Canada

Find us on Facebook

Over 300 attendees and mission volunteers enjoyed 
entertainment by Mike Cowie during the 2012 Christmas 
Luncheon held on December 12th at the Cunard Centre.   
This annual fund-raiser grants the Board of Directors, staff 
and volunteers an opportunity to break bread, rejoice and 
thank our community sponsors for their on-going support. 
Without their generosity, the mission would not be able to 
continue the services provided to seafarers visiting the Port 
of Halifax. We celebrate the achievement of our top com-
munity sponsors by presenting them with STARS to add to 
their plaques. Thanks very much to the Christmas Luncheon 
Committee (Joan MacLeod/Richard Edwards) for the coor-
dination of a very successful event.  

To find out how your organization may get more  
involved with the Mission to Seafarers, please contact  
Helen at hglenn@bellaliant.com or Maggie at  
magwhitt@ns.sympatico.ca.

Becca, Helen, Becca, Maggie and Oluseye
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the Mission is thankful to our major sponsors without whom we would not be able to 
offer our service.

Atlantic Container Line
Atlantic Pilotage Authority

Atlantic Towing LTD
Atship Services LTD

Canadian Merchant Service Guild
The CSL Group

Cerescorp Company
Colley Motorships
Dominion Diving 

F.K. Warren LTD
Halifax Grain Elevator LTD

Halifax Pilots
Halifax Port Authority

Halifax Shipyard
Halterm LTD

Hapag-Lloyd (Canada) Inc.
Inchcape

International Transport

Worker’s Federation
Logistec Stevedoring
(Nova Scotia) Inc.
National Gypsum

(Canada Ltd)
Northrop Grumman Canada

(2004) Inc.
OOCL

P&H Milling Group

Protos Shipping LTD
Shipping Federation of Canada

Svitzer Canada LTD
T. L. Shipping

Wallenius Wilhelmsen

Welcome New Volunteers 

We are looking for people who would like to 
become volunteers at the Mission to Seafarers. 
There are a wide variety of tasks that may  
interest you. 

Using the Mission van, you may be trained for 
ship visits. This entails visiting the crew on their 
ships and transporting them to the Mission, or 
taking them shopping, providing phone cards or 
maybe just talking to a seafarer who has not seen 
a fresh face in many weeks. Errands may include: 
banking, shopping, picking up used clothing 
or books, and later in the year picking up shoe 
boxes for our Christmas shoebox campaign. 

Some volunteers prefer to work at the counter 
of our small shop, where there is ample  
opportunity to converse with seafarers from  
all parts of the world.

Training in all aspects of the work is provided. 
We are asking that volunteers try to commit  

to one four-hour shift per week. If you are  
interested and have any questions, please contact  
Helen or Maggie at 422-7790. We are open 
Monday to Sunday when ships are in Port.  
Please feel free to drop by to look around. We 
would be very interested in speaking with you 
and discussing the tasks that most interest you.

Monthly Luncheons
Our monthly luncheons are held the last Friday of 

each month at noon.  Please come in and join us for a 
home-cooked meal, dessert, tea or coffee.  The cost is 
$10 per person, $7.50 for seniors.  Thanks very much 
to our monthly sponsors for their on-going support!

We extend a hearty welcome to new volunteers 
Bob Small, Sherree Vickers and Pat Thompson.    
Each bring interesting skill sets to the mission 
and have enjoyed meeting seafarers over the past 
month or so. We bid farewell to Richard Fox 
who has returned to Australia.   

Volunteer at  
the Mission and  
See the World

Captain 
Anthony 
McGuinness, 
Chair of the 
Board, took 
time from 
his busy 
schedule to 
power wash 
the mission.  


