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Who Gives?
They do!

God’s
Generosity
from Henri J.M. Nouwen’s
Bread for the Journey

Marion Cumming:

The love of learning

A

natural teacher — that’s how
Marion (Henley) Cumming
has been described. Determined,
intelligent, witty; she was a
woman who loved to learn and
to share it with others.
Marion was born in Amherst in
1915, daughter of Mary Teresa
(Henley) and J. Leander Allen.
After attending local high school,
Marion entered Mount Allison
University to study Fine Art. This
showed a pioneering spirit, as
women would have still been in
the minority at universities at that
time, but Marion stayed with her
path and graduated in 1934.
The Fine Arts degree led to teaching, which also led to meeting
her future husband Stanley Cumming. Marion would tell friends
that when she saw Stanley first
walk into their family church in
Amherst, she said to the person
with her: “That is the man I am
going to marry.”
She and Stanley did marry, and
the couple, both teachers, moved
to Halifax. Over the next decades,
Marion taught English, Social
Studies and Fine Arts at Halifax

schools; Stanley
taught business
at Dalhousie
and King’s
College.
Although they
didn’t have
children of their
family photo of Marion and Stanley Cumming
own, as teachers
Nephew David Flack from BridgeMarion and Stanley would have
water describes another aspect of
made an impression on countless
Marion’s character — her wit and
young people.
ability to connect with young peo“Marion was a great advocate for
ple. In this case, the young person
education,” says her cousin Jean
was himself.
Henley. “She was a mentor to me,
(See Marion Cumming, next page)
as she was to a lot of people.”
Jean first met Marion when she
was 7 or 8, and got to know her
over the years during visits at
Jean’s family farm or the Henley
cottage near Tidnish. Jean remembers how Marion guided her at a
key point in her life.
“I didn’t think I wanted to go to
university,” said Jean, “and she
made it a point to talk to me about
it. She told me how important
education is. It had a tremendous
impact on me.” Jean went on to
get a degree at Dalhousie and
pursue a career in teaching.

Generous Spirit is produced twice a year for parishioners and
clergy of the Anglican Diocese of NS & PEI. For more information go
to www.nspeidiocese.ca/stewardship or return the reply coupon on
the back page.

Church of the
Good Shepherd, Tidnish. Taken
by Hazel Carmichael in the 1950s

God is a god of abundance,
not a god of scarcity.
Jesus reveals to us God’s
abundance when he
offers so much bread to
the people that there are
twelve large baskets with
leftover scraps (see John
6:5-15), and when he
makes his disciples catch
so many fish that their
boat nearly sinks (Luke
5:1-7). God doesn’t give
us just enough. God gives
us more than enough:
more bread and fish than
we can eat, more love
than we dared to ask for.
God is a generous giver,
but we can only see and
enjoy God’s generosity
when we love God with
all of our hearts, minds,
and strength. As long as
we say, “I will love you,
God, but first show me
your generosity,” we will
remain distant from God
and unable to experience
what God truly wants to
give us, which is life and
life in abundance.
Visit HenriNouwen.org
for more inspiration!

July 19, 1940

(Cass City Chronicle, Michigan)

Editor’s Note: Interestingly, $500 invested
in 1940 and earning an average of 8% per
year would be worth over $109,000 today.

Presbyterian Church receives memorial gift.
Bequest of $500 comes from the McPhail Estate

Leave
a Legacy
by The Rev’d Michael Mitchell

Fall is in the air! Bountiful harvests
are being gathered and enjoyed,
and thanksgivings are being made
to a Generous God and to those who
worked so hard to plant, nurture and
grow the bounty we are enjoying.
Parishes require the hard work of
planting the seed of God’s word,
nurturing it through worship and
education and growing the bounty
through stewardship and service.
An important component of parish
growth and stability is an endowment
policy that enables gifts to be given
both for the life and ministry of the
parish and for outreach ministry.
The Planned Giving Committee is
pleased to introduce a new resource
for your Parish Council and Stewardship Committee to assist parishes with
endowment planning. The information is offered to help parishes to
begin thinking about an endowment
strategy as well as offer material to
strengthen and refresh existing
endowment policies.
If you or your parish is
interested in discussing
endowments, please
do not hesitate to
contact the Planned
Giving Committee and
we would be happy
to assist.
Michael is Rector
of the Parish of St.
John’s Church, Lunenburg,
and chair of the diocesan
Planned Giving committee.

Cass City—A bequest
of over five hundred
dollars was received this
week by the treasurer of
the Presbyterian Church
in Cass City, Michigan
from the Estate of Curtis
W. McPhail, Deceased.
The gift will probably be
used for necessary church
equipment as a memorial
to Mr. McPhail.

The check was received
through Mrs. A. J. Knapp,
and in expressing his
pleasure at being able to
send it, Herman McPhail,
son of the late Curtis W.
McPhail, hoped that it
would be used to good
advantage and expended
with the advice
of Mrs. Knapp.

cont’d from page 1

Marion Cumming
David, at age 10, was one of a number of
extended family members at a Cumming
family gathering at Stanley’s parents’ cottage near Petite Riviere, NS. Those born with
the Cumming name were close knit, which
Marion recognized, says David.
“Aunt Marion and I were walking to the
beach, and she said to me very seriously:
‘You know David, I’m a Knight (her stepfather’s name) and you’re a Flack. I think
we should stick together.’”
It was a special moment, says David; one he
can picture to this day.
Marion and Stanley both retired from teaching in the 1970s but they continued with
education in a way — through travel.
They went to Russia, all over
Europe and to Eastern Block countries. They took cruises to Greece,
Italy and the Mediterranean.

Parish councils interested in
copies of the “Building the
Future” endowment planning
booklet should contact:
Charles O’Neil
(902) 477-0105 or
plannedgiving@nspeidiocese.ca

Mr. McPhail also spoke
of his warm feeling for
the Cass City church and
hoped that his boyhood
associations in the Sunday
School would remain with
him always. It is gratifying to the church in general that it retains its place
in the hearts of those who
have gone out from it in
years past.

“They viewed travel as a form of education,”
says Ray Smallwood, who was their financial advisor and friend for the past 30
years. “They always had stories to
tell about the places they went.”
But Ray says even though they travelled to
many countries, they were never lavish in
their spending. They were careful to have a
plan for the future. Part of that plan was to
make sure their wills included a gift in support of education.
“From their first will in the 1980s to their
most current ones, there was also something
to help future generations,” says Ray.
On her death in 2009, Marion was able to
make a substantial gift to local institutions
that were important to her and to Stanley.
In addition to remembering her family, she
made bequests to her home parish of Christ
Church, Amherst; to Dalhousie and Mount
Allison; and to the diocese, partly for an
endowment for scholarships to Anglican students at Atlantic School of Theology.
That Marion and Stanley would have made
such generous gifts to help young people
pursue education is not a surprise to those
who knew them.
“Teaching was part of the fabric of their lives,”
says Ray. “They retained that keen interest in
helping younger people all their lives.”

Gifts of Life Insurance

Y

our charitable gift plan can provide
critical support for your church’s
ministry and help minimize your taxes
during your lifetime. Using life insurance
to arrange your gift allows you to use the
tax credits today when premiums are paid
or defer them for use by your estate upon
your death. If applied after your death,
charitable donations can be claimed for
the year of death, with any unused portion carried back to the preceding year to
reduce tax liability.

Incorporating Life Insurance
into Charitable Giving
There are two common ways of providing
a legacy through a life insurance policy.
In each case, the church will receive the
proceeds on your death. These should be
considered carefully as the tax implications differ.

1. Charity Designated as
Owner and Beneficiary of Policy
The existing policy is transferred directly
to the church and you receive a charitable
tax receipt for the cash surrender value.
Individuals considering this option should
consult with their tax advisors as they may
incur a tax liability if the cash surrender
value of the policy exceeds the cost base of
the policy. All premiums paid under this
option are eligible for a tax credit.

2. Insured Designated as
Owner and Charity Designated
as Beneficiary
Upon your death, the church receives
the death benefit proceeds of the policy.
Your estate receives a tax receipt for the
full amount of the insurance proceeds.
As owner you have the option to change
the beneficiary as needed. You should
note that you may not be able to use the
donation tax credit if income in the year of
death plus income in previous year is less
than the face value of the policy.

by Pamela Chisholm, FMA, FCSI

Life Insurance Policy Choices
The alternatives for gifting life insurance
policies are flexible to meet your particular
circumstances. These include:

• Gifting an Old Policy
If you have a policy you no longer need,
you can gift it to your church.

• Buying a New Policy

Pamela Chisholm is an Investment
Advisor with CIBC Wood Gundy in
Halifax. She may be reached at
(902) 420-6213 or 1-800-565-0601.

This can potentially provide a large gift
relative to the premiums paid. Since the
church is the owner of the policy from
inception, the life insurance death benefit
will not be part of the donor’s estate.

you could maximize tax benefits for you,
your family and your charity. The personal
satisfaction that comes from endowing
a worthwhile Canadian institution is far
more rewarding than any financial gains
you may receive.

• Changing a Policy Beneficiary

Depending on which option you select,
different tax implications apply. You
should consult your legal and tax advisors
to get additional information pertinent to
your situation.

You can designate your church as the
beneficiary for a portion or the entire proceeds. This permits you to retain control of
the policy because you remain the owner.
Your estate receives a charitable tax receipt
for the amount donated to the church.

Finding the Best Solution
Charitable giving is always a winning
gesture all the way around. It ensures that
charitable institutions can fulfill their missions and provides you and your family
with satisfaction. With careful planning

The information contained herein is considered
accurate at the time of printing. CIBC and CIBC
World Markets Inc. reserve the right to change any
of it without prior notice. It is for general information
purposes only. Clients are advised to seek advice
regarding their particular circumstances from their
personal tax advisor. Insurance services are available
through CIBC Wood Gundy Financial Services Inc.
In Quebec, insurance services are available through
CIBC Wood Gundy Financial Services (Quebec)
Inc. CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World
Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF.

My profession is always to be
alert, to find God in nature, to know
God ’s lurking places, to attend to all
the oratorios and the operas in nature. 
– Henry David Thoreau

(photo courtesy of Charles O’Neil)

A Flexible Alternative

Blackett’s Lake, Cape Breton

Focus on Planning

Parish Endowment Funds:
Empowering our Ministry
Endowment funds are
a common tool used by
charities in the secular
world. Many of Canada’s
universities and charities owe their ability
to fund programs, and even their very existence, to endowment funds established in
the past. These funds not only provide the
organization with a predictable flow of annual income to support charitable work but
they also encourage their donors to support
the work of the charity through deferred
gifts like bequests.
There are those who claim that endowment
funds have no place in the church. They
argue that each generation should “pay
their own way” and not rely on gifts and
generosity from the past. Of course, taking
this argument to its logical conclusion would
mean that each generation should tear
down its church buildings and erect their
own. This point of view probably arises from
a misconception of the use of endowments
in the church.

by Charles O’Neil, EPC

Endowment funds, if structured properly,
empower ministry now and in the future.
They are not savings accounts; that is,
something set aside for a rainy day to
protect us from the uncertainties of the
future. Jesus did not talk about putting
aside for rainy days or about being cautious
lest there not be enough to go around.
In fact, the opposite is true. Through his
teaching and his miracles Jesus shows us
the ultimate generosity of God. He warned
us about the consequences of accepting
the world’s message of scarcity; how the
accumulation and worship of wealth will
separate us from God. The same holds true
corporately, within our parish communities.
Parish endowment funds must be seen as
God-given resources and should be used to
do the work God has called us to do; work
that we could not do without them.

Endowment funds,
if properly promoted,
encourage individuals
Charles O’Neil is
to support the church
the Diocesan Gift
Planning Consultant.
with special gifts now
He may be reached
and in the future, not
at (902) 477-0105 or
simply to fund minisat plannedgiving@
nspeidiocese.ca
try and outreach,
but to prayerfully
consider what God is calling them to do
with their God-given resources. Everyone
should have an up-to-date estate plan with
a legally drafted will. The will is a stewardship statement publically declaring what is
important in our lives. For Christians, God’s
love for us will be reflected in our how we
ultimately disburse our worldly goods; supporting those entrusted to our care and the
faith that has sustained us during our lives.
Bequests directed to an endowment fund
will help the church of the future to continue
giving thanks to God and joyfully spreading
the good news of God’s grace.

Parish endowment funds can be instruments of God’s grace in a broken world. Corporately they help our parishes to celebrate
the generosity of God and to carry out the
Great Commission; to take the Gospel from

Need More Information?

We are the
beneficiaries

Please send me information about:

q
q
q
q

you become, how famous or powerful…
you die the size of your funeral will still
pretty much depend on the weather.“

A bequest can be
a practical way of
giving thanks to God
for the blessings in
our life and passing
on to the future
the generosity we
enjoy today.

Near New London, Prince Edward Island

preparing my will
supporting my church with a gift annuity
gifts of stock
gifts of life insurance

q Please send me the “Telling Your Story” planning booklet
q I have remembered my church in my will
Name:___________________________________________________

— Michael Pritchard”

Mailing Address: __________________________________________
________________________________________________________

St. Paul’s, Charlottetown

The information in this newsletter is provided for general information only. It
does not constitute legal or financial advice and should not be relied upon as a
substitute for professional advice. The Diocese encourages you to consult with
a legal or financial planning professional before deciding on a course of action.

(photo courtesy of Charles O’Neil)

of a legacy of
beautiful houses of
worship left to us by
past
generations
“No
matter of
how rich
generous Anglicans. when
What will be our
legacy to the church
of the future?

the parish boundaries
into the world.

________________________________________________________
E-mail:_ _________________________________________________
Telephone: (

)______________________________

Send reply coupon to:
Charles O’Neil, EPC
Diocesan Gift Planning Consultant
47 Redwood Ave, Halifax, NS B3P 1Y5
Or call (902) 477.0105
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