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Synod 2015
It’s About The World

BISHOP’S CHARGE - PART 2

What Can Be

� 80% of Canadians believe there is a God, 

� 27% show up in Christian worship on a 

regular basis. 

� In the 2001 census there were 126,840 

people in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward 

Island who self-identified as Anglican. Our 

parish records for the same year showed 

52,046 members. 
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What Can Be

� That’s a gap

of almost 75,000 people.

Problem or Opportunity?

What Can Be

The Five Marks of Mission of the Anglican Communion: 

� To Proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

� To teach, baptize and nurture new believers

� To respond to human need by loving service

� To see to transform unjust structures of society, to 

challenge violence of every kind and to pursue 

peace and reconciliation

� To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and 

sustain and renew the life of the earth
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What Can Be

Our baptismal covenant asks: 

� Will you proclaim by word and example the 

good news of God in Christ? 

� Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, 

loving your neighbor as yourself? 

� Will you strive for justice and peace among 

all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being?

What Can Be

� The Rule of Life from the Book of Common 

Prayer encourages all men and women to 

consider:

� bringing the teaching and example of 

Christ into their everyday life, 

� the boldness of their spoken witness to their 

faith in Christ, and 

� their personal service to the Church and 

the community.
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What Can Be

� The work of God’s mission is the work of the 

whole church

� While some people may be gifted in this 

work, (evangelists) it is not restricted to a few

� The community of faith (the Parish) is the 

place where the mission is informed, and 

individuals are formed for the mission. 

What Can Be

Healthy and Vital Parishes

� Are Vision led.

� Have worship that is connected, relevant, 

participatory and inspiring.

� Practice intentional faith formation.
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What Can Be

Healthy and Vital Parishes

� Have an identity which distinguishes them 

from mainstream culture. 

� Pay attention to relationships.

� Integrate witness and evangelism into 

who they are and what they do.

What Can Be

Healthy and Vital Parishes

� Have an approach which is creative and 

imaginative.

� Are sustainable either independently or in 

partnerships.

� Live in a culture of generosity in time 

talent and treasure.
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What Can Be

God’s Spirit is still speaking

Can you Not Hear?

God’s Spirit is Calling

To break down The Barriers


