
From Psalm 24: 
1The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it; 
2for he founded it on the seas 
and established it on the waters. 
 
From the book “Living Ecological Justice” published by Citizens for Public 
Justice: 
 
 “let us reflect on the God to whom all creation belongs, from whom all creation 
draws life. The creation stories in the Bible paint lively pictures of an artist 
fashioning a masterpiece, of a creator delighting in all life, of a living God who 
breaths God’s very breath into us. Again and again God looks at creation and 
proclaims its goodness. Clearly, the world and everything in it is precious to God. 
This passionate and compassionate Creator makes a covenant, not only with 
human beings, but with all creation. We have a God who takes note of the 
sparrow, who is familiar with fields of flowers, who has chosen to make a home 
with us. Our God is Emmanuel and we walk on Holy Ground. Let’s take care of that 
ground”. 
 
These moments (the ones that you see on the screen right now) serve as 
reminders that all of God’s beautiful creation is precious. 
 
If we are to (respond to) God’s call to see creation care as central to 
Christ’s redemptive work of the universe, we must fall in love with the 
Earth. Then, we must weave this love into our daily life and into our 
relationships with others, with God, and with all of creation. 
 
...Through a sense of wonder with creation we are invited to seek insights 
into God’s will for a ...flourishing land.... setting our sights on God’s 
vision of an abundant life for all creatures; aligning ourselves with God’s 
passionate work in the world, enacting the divine purpose through faithful 
worship, engaged community, and prophetic action. 
 
Together, we can ensure the earth continues to be the beautiful marvelous 
world that God created for us to live in. 
 



First, God invites us to a relationship with all of creation that involves 
affection for the earth, compassion for the earth, celebration of the earth 
and joy in the earth. (Living Ecological Justice) 
 
Slide #1 
Think of a place and time when you felt a rich and strong connection with 
nature. Where were you? What did it look like? What did it feel like? What 
did it smell like? Hold on to that memory. 
 
The pictures you are about to see express the beauty of our little corner of 
creation as seen through the eyes of one of my parishioners, our PWRDF 
representative Cheryl Schnare. 
 
Through your memories and her photography I invite you to fall in love with 
the earth. 
 
You see, I do believe that we must change the climate of our soul, develop 
an appreciation for our relationship with this planet and understand God’s 
call to us as stewards of creation in order to care for this fragile world 
we live in. 
 
How do we do that? That is where the Diocese of NS & PEI Environment Network 
comes in. 
 
What is the Environment Network? 
-    It is an opportunity for Anglicans in our diocese (and others) who, as 
part of their faith, are interested in conservation of the natural 
environment. 
-    The ministry of the environment network is: 
o    It our diocese’s response to fulfilling the fifth Mark of Mission: to 
“safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth.” 
o    It is also a response to the new baptismal covenant: Will you strive to 
safeguard the integrity of God’s creation and respect, sustain, and renew 
the life of the earth? 
o    a response to your concern at the Synod of 2011 about the environment 
 



What are the major environmental issues concerning Anglicans in our diocese? 
-    sustainable agriculture practices, e.g. organic farming and buying 
local 
-    threats to the environment like fracking 
-    divestment of fossil fuels and renewable energy 
-    practicing the 3Rs, reduce, reuse and recycle 
-    reducing energy use and cost in their church buildings 
 
What does the network do? 
-    connect, support and encourage Anglicans who want to actively engage in 
caring about God’s creation 
-    share information and resources 
-    support people as they take action on environmental issues important to 
them 
-    connect us with other Anglicans who are interested or passionate about 
a healthy environment 
o    Anglican Communion Environment Network 
o    Creation Matters of the Anglican Church of Canada 
o    PWRDF 
o    Kairos 
o    Greening Sacred Spaces 
 
What joining the network involve? 
-    A desire to reduce our carbon footprint. (BTW: the distance people have 
to travel, most of our work is done through the internet or by phone.) 
-    Gathering at opportune times, like Synod. Anyone and everyone is 
welcome to gather tomorrow at lunch time here under the stage. 
 
Who can get involved? 
-    Anyone who is interested. 
-    Because it is a network rather than a committee, there is no limitation 
on numbers. 
-    Feel free to have as many people in your parish as you like involved. 
 
What does membership in the environment network require? 
As much energy as you want to put in. 
You can be: 



-    a “voyeur” and simply watch and learn and encourage others 
-    an facilitator, activist or leader rallying people about a particular 
issue 
-    an educator or writer who shares information 
 
What is your parish doing to care for creation? 
I would like you to take a moment to consider: 
When your parish celebrated God’s creation during Sunday morning worship. 
What your parish does to care for God’s creation. (Reduce, reuse, recycle, 
use organic coffee, not use disposable dishes, plant bee friendly garden, 
become more energy efficient, buy local wine for communion...) 
Who is the environmental “champion” in your parish? 
How might the environment network support your parish? 
 
Some Anglicans have devoted a great deal of “energy” (excuse the pun) to 
caring for creation and at the risk of forgetting some who make very 
important contributions, I think we should celebrate their efforts: 
 
Congrats to the Parishes that are seeking innovative ways of caring for 
creation; 
Congratulations to the Parishes of Crapaud, Eastern Passage and the 
Cathedral for their efforts to reduce energy costs and be more energy 
efficient. 
Congratulations to St John the Evangelist on PEI for their community gardening 
work. 
Congratulations to St John’s in Lunenburg and the Parish of Crapaud for 
innovative, relevant and meaningful liturgy. 
Congratulations to all parishes that are looking at alternative energy 
sources, to the parish that helped organize an information event on greening 
church buildings and the parish that is researching green cemeteries. 
Congratulations to Anglicans who are outstanding in their concern for the 
environment including, a former theology student, now priest in our diocese 
who’s grad research was on how Anglicans care for creation and Anglicans who 
are involved in caring for the environment through organizations like the 
Ecology Action Centre and the PEI Environment Network, people who attended 
last summer’s Fracking consultations or any public events about other local 
environmental concerns. 



Congratulations to PWRDF, Kairos, Green Sacred Spaces, CFGB, Creation 
Matters, ACEN for their varied efforts in caring for creation. 
AND congratulations to the youth of this diocese for a whole weekend at DYC 
last year devoted to caring for creation. 
 
Let’s show our gratitude and our support with a standing ovation to all the 
Anglicans and people from other faith traditions who have been so passionate 
and diligent in their stewardship of God’s creation. 
 
Now, while you are still standing, I would like us all to commit ourselves 
to caring for creation using the new baptismal vow: 
Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation and respect, 
sustain, and renew the life of the earth? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Congratulations to all of you. 
 
"Glance at the sun. See the moon and the stars. Gaze at the beauty of earth’s 
greenings. Now, think. What delight God gives to humankind with all these things. 
. . . All nature is at the disposal of humankind. We are to work with it. For without 
we cannot survive." – Hildegard of Bingen 
 
For more information and to sign up as a member of the environment network, 
please visit the network’s display booth or connect with us by internet or 
phone: 
 
Facebook: Environment Network, Diocese of NS & PEI 
Environment Network Enews – Email abcc@ns.sympatico.ca 
Call: 902-228-2761 
Text: 902-483-6866 
 
Sing - All things Bright and Beautiful 
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