
1 
 

Notes on Synod Presentation 
Friday Morning – Renewal 

JWGClarke 
 
The Boxes 
Instruction – Don’t open the boxes – Yet! 
 
California – water conservation 

Lawns and even restaurants 
Churches too 

− Baptists – sprinkle 
− Methodists – wet napkin 
− Anglicans – a rain cheque 

 
Today’s service includes: 
A renewal of our baptismal vows 

− No rules – however you feel moved 
− Be open to the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit 

 
The Easter Story 
List people who went to the tomb  

− Mary Magdalene 
− the other Mary (Mary the mother of James) 
− Salome 
− Joanna 
− and the other women 
− Joseph of Arimathea 
− Peter and John (the other disciple) 

– no body 
The tomb was empty 
 
OPEN the box – empty 
The greatest gifts the world (each of us) has received is an empty box (tomb) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did 
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 
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Fear 
Fear motivated much of the behavior of the Apostles 

− They ran  
− They hid 
− They locked themselves in a room 
− They didn’t expect the resurrection 
− They didn’t believe the testimony of the women 
− Thomas didn’t believe the testimony of his friends 

 
The Resurrected Lord – opened up the scriptures to them 
Note: 

− it wasn’t the resurrected body that convinced them 
− it was the word he spoke, the teaching he gave 

 
The Book of the Acts (Chapter 2)  
A group of people from all over the known world: 

− gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate  
− The Festival of Weeks: a spring harvest 

 
And to celebrate Pentecost 

− 50 days after Passover (Eater) 
− The feast of the giving of the Law  

− on Mount Sinai 
 
That Law (10 Commandments) 

− formed wandering tribes into one people  
− the people of Israel 

 
In Acts, Chapter 2 – the same thing happens 

− Individuals from all the nations 
− Individuals divided by language and culture  
− Receive the Word of God 

− And a body sent forth in mission 
 
They were  

Gathered / Empowered / Scattered 
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Exodus 
Pentecost 
Every worship service - NOW 

 
The Holy Spirit 
Jesus promised an advocate – a guide 
The Holy Spirit – God’s Spirit 
 
Story –  
Woman said to me once –  
I have never heard an Anglican talk about the Holy Spirit,  
yet it seems to be all that you talk about. 
 
Trinity 

− Father = Creator 
− Son = Saviour 
− Holy Spirit = God working in us NOW 

 
How many Anglicans does it take…? 
 
Change 
Are things perfect in the Church today? 
Do things need to change? 
Does a baby welcome a change? 
 
We are not afraid of change 
We all know it needs to happen 
 
We might be afraid of the unknown – but not of change 
 
The remedy for fear of the unknown is companionship 

− That’s why God send the Holy Spirit  
− That’s why we have one another 
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The Farewell Discourses – John’s Gospel 
 
If you’ve heard nothing else – hear this – love one another 
 
Obedience is demanded 
A Vine is obedient to it’s Vine-ness when it bears fruit 
The Church is obedient when we bear the fruit of Love 
 
Open 
Be open to the Holy Spirit 
Barriers become building blocks 

− The Cross – torture and death – a symbol of hope and life 
These bricks (boxes) symbols of the barriers between us and the world 
Or a symbol of the empty tomb 
An Empty tomb – a symbol of God’s power 
 
The Church – God calls us to be produce Love 
 
Renewal 
From time to time – renewal is needed 
 
Baptismal Covenant: 

− Forgiveness: If sin is a barrier – it’s destroyed 
− Inclusion: we need one another 
− Creed and a Rule of Life: our expectations of ourselves 

Baptismal Covenant (BAS) 
Rule of Life (BCP 555) 

Paul says:  
− There is no law against this fruit of the Spirit.  

 
Luke 10 the Good Samaritan – begins with a question 
From a lawyer – Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life? 
Jesus asked –  What is written in the law?  

What do you read (recite) there?’ 
The Lawyer answered the shema 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself. 
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Jesus said – You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live. 
 
We are expected to bear the fruit appropriate for the Church – Love  
 
The Renewal of our Baptismal Vows  
is about being open to what the Spirit is saying to:  

− our selves  
− our parish 
− our diocese  

So that we are empowered to  
− Love God 
− Love our neighbors - the world 

 
Sermon and Charge (Pt. 1) – Get on with it! 


